
Mr. Irving Carlyle Harris
September 13, 2014

Born in Toronto on April 27, 1924. Died peacefully on September 13, 2014 at
the Sunnybrook Veterans Centre, Toronto. Son of the late Dr. R. I. Harris and
Beatrice Ferguson. Predeceased by brothers Bob and Don Harris. Beloved
husband of the late Peg Harris (nee Saunderson). Father to Christopher and
wife Denise Werker, Julia Huycke and husband Graeme, and Douglas and
wife Iris Sokoloff. Grandfather, "Dandy", to Peter, Eli, Isaac, Peggy, Micah and
Oliver. 

 A veteran of WW II, wounded while serving with the 48th Highlanders in Italy,
Irving spent the rest of his life determined to make the world a better place. He
is remembered for his teaching excellence in the classroom and for his skills
as a leader and administrator. He began his career as a teacher in New
Liskeard and Newmarket, later becoming the Principal of Newmarket High
School and then District Inspector. He was instrumental in making Geography
a distinct subject in Ontario, and in recognizing the key role of parents in an
inclusive public education system. He had a pivotal role in the newly created
Simcoe County Board of Education as Superintendent, and later as the
Director of Education. 
He remained active in his retirement, volunteering with many organizations
including the Women & Children’s Shelter of Barrie and several First Nation
communities across Ontario. Irving was an accomplished woodworker, carver
and painter who loved teaching these skills to children over many summers at
Go Home Bay. 



Dad was a true gentleman who had a way with people of all ages and a
positive outlook on life, even with the untimely loss of his beloved Peg and the
progressive deterioration of his eyesight. He will be sadly missed by family
and friends but his legacy of optimism, tenacity, compassion and courage has
influenced many and will live on. 

 Special thanks to all the staff in K2W at Sunnybrook who provided such
wonderful care for our dad over the last five months. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the CNIB or the Veterans Wing of the Sunnybrook
Foundation. Details of a Memorial service will be announced at a later date. 

Memorial Service Update 
 A memorial service will be held on Sunday, October 26, 2014 at 1:30 PM in

the Chapel at Victoria College ("Old Vic" building), University of Toronto, 73
Queen's Park Crescent (at Charles St.) Reception to follow.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

OCT 26. 1:30 PM (ET)

Victoria College
73 Queen's Park Crescent
Toronto, ON (CA)
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Charlotte McCullough - October 03, 2014 at 07:25 PM

Dear Christopher , Julia & Douglas 
I have just learned of your father's passing from a friend in New
Liskeard thru the Temiskaming Speaker . I would love to have a
chat with you or send a note . I'm so very sorry I didn't know Irv was
in Sunnybrook . Our last visit was while he was still living at home in
Barrie with the help of the nurse who lived at the house . I often
thought of going to Brook St. but didn't follow thru . And in the past
months I could easily have visited him as I'm so near to Sunnybrook
. 
 
I hope you recall me as I've known him since I was a child when
your Grandpa Harris called my mother to see if Irving could board at
our house -- after all it was his first year away from home teaching !
Yet he'd aleady been off to war ! 
 
He was a very special man and I know you will all miss him . 

  
Many memories and thoughts ---- 

  
Charlotte McCullough 

 charmcc@pathcom.com 416 222 9213
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