Rita Ieva Ozols
December 30, 2023

Rita leva Ozols (née Ziemanis)
April 24 1940 - Dec 30, 2023

Rita passed away peacefully with both of her children by her side, on Dec.
30th at Southlake Hospital in Newmarket ON, after an ailment and
subsequent operation on her kidney that she was unfortunately never able to
recover from. Although 83 at the time, this series of events was very sudden
for the family.

Wife of Imants (Juris) who passed away from ALS in 2012, Rita had survived
a tumultuous early childhood in the midst of war. Escaping from her home
country of Latvia ahead of communist forces, Rita as a child grew up in DP
camps in Germany and experienced many of the horrors of war, eventually
settling in southern Ontario farm life near Shelburne, Ontario. She had
married late for her generation, and after living in Louisiana, California and
later Detroit, the young couple decided to move to Canada to have children
and raise a family. Rita was an unwavering force of optimism, kindness and
good will, and stood by her husband and family throughout the many ups and
downs of life as the family first lived in Toronto, then on a farm in Marmora,
then back to Toronto again, then Kitchener, then back to Toronto, and in their
twilight years settling in Gilford, living with their daughter. Although long
retired, Rita had a long career at the Toronto Public library in the



administration department, and before that, at what is now known as DRDC
Toronto (Canadian Forces Base) working with the top aeronautics people from
Canada as a personal assistant.

Rita was a warm and loving mother of Konrad (married to Yijie) and Astra
(married to Matthew Hemming) and was an extremely kind and thoughtful
mother in law for her children's mates. Grandmother to Sigfried, Sebastian,
Maija, and Hantao, Rita was actively engaged with all of her grandkids, and
every interaction and visit was filled with warmth and kindness and love.

Family was everything to Rita, and she deeply mourned to her final days the
early passing of her oldest brother Leons (Leo) in 1975. And some time after
her mother Nora and Pauls each passed away, her younger brother Juris
(George) passed away as well. The final blow came this past November when
her brother Janis (John) passed, making her the last surviving family member,
and unfortunately it wasn't to last very long. Rita strongly believed in God and
an afterlife, and | am certain that in her last moments she looked forward to
joining her brothers and parents in heaven.

Above and beyond everything, Rita had the kindest of hearts and was always
seeking to keep peace, relieve tension, and defend the defenceless. Her
eternal loving spirit will live on forever through the many lives she touched,
forever trying to give advice, help and comfort those around her. She was an
angel on this earth, and she will forever be remembered and missed by those
that knew her and loved her.

May your soul rest eternal.



Tribute Wall

We have lost our kind and caring auntie far too soon. | will miss our
times together and chats, she was always interested in what was
new in the lives of her nieces and nephews. Memories will be
cherished. Love you, Auntie Rita.

Krista Ziemanis - January 06, 2024 at 12:25 PM

Our deepest sympathies go out to Rita's family during this difficult
time. We remember Rita as a great friend and neighbor in our early
years .

Lloyd & Eva-May Ferrier - January 05, 2024 at 08:10 PM

Rita was not only my sister-in-law but also my friend, a friendship
that began well before my marriage to her brother John, whom she
introduced to me. We shared the ups and downs of life, and she
was always there for me. | will miss our chats, catching up on family
and discussing what was happening in the world. She has left us
too soon. Love Edie

Ediie Ziemanis - January 05, 2024 at 01:38 PM



I met Rita when we both worked at North York Public Library. She
struck me as the most 'real’ person there, and a friendship
developed. | eventually met her whole family. For a time, | visited
Rita and Juris frequently, and we enjoyed many interesting and
amusing conversations. Rita was a kind person who loved deeply.
She was funny and thoughtful. She had a great laugh, which | can
still hear today when | think about her. What can | say? | was very
lucky to have had her in my life.

Kris Westerlaken - January 03, 2024 at 05:09 AM

A celebration of life for my mother will be held at my home on Sat
Jan 6th, let me know if you would like to attend ‘1‘

Thank you to all who have lent support, love and kindness to our
family during this difficult time. My mother, Rita, didn’t want any
funeral, or fuss made for her, and the best way we can honour her
memory and wishes is in the sharing of love, friendship, and stories
from the past. And passing on the lessons of kindness and
forgiveness on others @

Ozols family - January 03, 2024 at 12:04 AM
One of my favorite aunts growing up. Always cared, was a good
person, she brought up some good kids.

Ivan popovic - January 02, 2024 at 09:07 PM



