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Robert (Bob) Gideon Acton July 12, 1934 - March 26, 2021

We are saddened to announce the peaceful passing of Robert (Bob) Acton on
March 26, 2021 at Michael Garron Hospital.

Bob is survived by his wife Elayne, and his children Robert (Andrea) and
LeeAnn, and beloved granddaughter, Audrey Jude.

A proud, life-long Beacher, Bob attended Malvern Collegiate and then
Danforth Tech. He played football for the Balmy Beach Club, which was the
farm team for the Toronto Argos in the 1950's, and was drafted by the Toronto
Argos, and then to the Ottawa Roughriders. After his football career ended,
Bob worked for the City of Toronto as a draftsman before forging a path as a
business executive in the construction industry where he served as President
for Canadian Patent Scaffolding for over twenty five years.

A sports fanatic, Bob was a member of the Balmy Beach Club and the
Scarboro Golf and Country Club. He served on Scarboro's Captain's
Committee and the Board of Directors, serving as the President in the early
1990's. The tall tales of all the rounds of golf "Action Acton" had with his
golfing cronies were as legendary as the club pours of scotch they enjoyed on
the veranda at Scarboro after their rounds.



But the rounds he treasured the most were the ones walking up the 18th
fairway beside his son, his namesake, Robert.

Bob and Elayne's love story and marriage of 54 years was one filled with
passion. As mom fondly recalls "life with your Dad was never boring", and
how could it be? Talk about opposites attract - Dad was an Irish Protestant
from the Beach who fell head over heels for Elayne, a Italian Catholic from
West Hill. Who could have imagined a chance meeting on Ashland Avenue in
1965 would have created this love story for the ages, "The Way We Were".

Never one to back down from a challenge, Dad battled and beat cancer not
once, not twice, but three times. Pancreatic cancer should have taken him in
1977, but his will to live to see his children grow up, and to keep his promise
to grow old with Elayne was a testament that he forever beat the odds.

Coming out of the recovery room in 2003 after this last battle, we were
reminded once again of his fighting Irish spirit and his humour as he told us he
had "scored a hat-trick" against cancer.

Dad truly embodied our family motto of Carpe Diem. Always reminding us and
those around him whom he loved to seize every moment life offers you,
whether it's good or bad. Whenever presented with a challenge or opportunity,
he would always remind us "no matter what, you play the hand that life deals

you.

We fondly remember all the Acton family road trips to Hilton Head Island in the
minivan with Willy Nelson's "On the Road Again" starting every voyage. After
twenty-five years vacationing on Hilton Head Island, Bob and Elayne's next
journey took them to Bobcaygeon with the purchase of a beautiful log home
affectionately known as The River. Here they enjoyed retirement and twenty
glorious years of cigars, sunsets and red wine overlooking Emily Creek.



The River brought dad another one of his most treasured family members, his
four-legged "boy", Tank. For the 12 years he was by dad's side, our beloved
chocolate lab filled dad's life with wet kisses, sandy beaches and
unconditional love. Tank was his pride and joy, as Dad loved nothing more
than lighting up an hour-long Cuban cigar, loading Tank into the van, and
walking along the Beach with his boy.

We are comforted knowing they are now reunited together, walking together
along the Beach once again.

Bob will be missed by all his extended family of nieces and nephews, brothers
and sisters in law as well as all the friends he made in his 86 year journey of
living life to the fullest.

The family wishes to express their heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the caring
and compassionate staff at Chester Village and Michael Garron Hospital.

Cremation has taken place. A celebration of Bob's life will be held at a later
date.
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Our Dear Elayne and Family:

How do you say good-bye to an old friend, with a lot of emotion and
sadness in our hearts. Bob was a very unique man that was our
pleasure to have known. We empathize with your loss of Husband,
Best Friend, Father, Grandfather and what he meant to all of you
individually. Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you travel this
difficult journey. God Bless him, he is now at peace and will enjoy
walking with Tank once again.

In friendship and with much love - Cathie, Charlotte and Glen.

Charlotte Byrnes - March 30, 2021 at 03:15 PM

Sorry to hear of Bob's passing. My sincere condolences Elayne.

Cyd Lord-Ferdinand - March 29, 2021 at 11:25 AM

Our thoughts are with you during this difficult time. With much love
and many heartfelt prayers. Tony, Gail and family.

Tony Papaleo - March 29, 2021 at 10:30 AM

So very sorry to hear of Bob’s passing, he was such a presence.
You were blessed with so much love for so many years, Elayne.

The love of golf and your name sake will be embedded in your
heart, Robert. Elayne, your closeness to your dad gave you so
many memories to cherish. Sending heart felt hugs and prayers that
time will ease your sorrow. Love John & Laura Altilia

Laura and John Altilia - March 28, 2021 at 07:15 PM



| can remember so clearly when Bob and Elayne started to date and
when they married. They seemed like a perfect couple to me. | also
remember all the sickness Bob had over the years and how he
fought to overcome them which he did. My prayers are with the
Acton Family and may Bob Rest in Peace. Love Jo Waites

Josephine Waites - March 28, 2021 at 06:13 PM

It was a pleasure knowing Bob! | worked for ]
his wife Elayne at Boardwalk Personnel. Bob

would always bring us Chinese food as a .

treat. A continued friendship for years to “
come. | have great memories of him. Rest In

Peace Bob, you will be missed! J,-5 J,

Janette Morrison - March 28, 2021 at 05:05 PM

jake littlehales - March 28, 2021 at 02:02 PM

Bob was the sweetest, kindness man. Always with a welcoming smile.
He was a great family man, loving Elayne and his family to no end. |
am sure he was welcomed by his Creator with open arms.

Lyla Mcintosh - March 29, 2021 at 12:54 PM

I am deeply sorry for the passing of Bob, he was an amazing man, and
loved his wife and children with a passion like no other. He will be
missed so much. He is now with his tank and at peace with each other.

Brenda Harney - March 30, 2021 at 10:47 AM



